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All welcome to our gatherings! Meat raffles every 
Wednesday from 5pm; weekly quiz nights have started 
again, Wednesdays from 7pm; $5 per person, with the 

usual bar tab prizes and sweet-treat raffles! 
 

JOIN US IN OUR BRIGHT & FRIENDLY VENUE 
THE THIRSTY PIG @ 27 HIGH STREET PICTON 

DISCOUNTS FOR RSA, CLUBSNZ & NZMCA MEMBERS! 
 

Newsletter April 2026 
 

    Patron Peter Bugler, QSM, JP 
 

What is the most important​​ ​ ​ ​         He aha te mea nui o te ao? 

thing in the world?  It is people,​ ​ ​ ​         He tangata, he tangata, he 

people, it is people, it is people!​ ​ ​ ​         tangata! 
 
 

 

 

April birthday people: all the best! 
To Amai, Carolyn, Peter, Tania, Martin, Chris, Denise, Maurice, 
Michael x 2, Gyllian, John, Nigel, Warren, Ann. We hope you 
have had, & will continue to have, healthy, happy & relaxing 
times with family, whānau & friends 
 

 

News (1) Delighted to announce!  
Lawrence Macdonald has agreed to be our 
kaumatua for 2026. We are very grateful to 
have his expertise and knowledge on board to 
help guide us in all matters within te ao māori 
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News (2) The Thirsty Pig, 27 High Street bright, cheerful and 
welcoming for our Wednesday 
club nights with discounts on 
drinks and meals on presentation 
of your RSA, NZMCA or Clubs NZ 
card. Meat raffles are every Wed 
from 5pm and our world-famous- 
in-Picton weekly Wed quiz 

night has started again at 7pm so gather together your teams and 
your wits! There are bar tab prizes and sweet-treat raffles! Please 
do join us - all are welcome 
 

News (3) Poppy Day Friday 17 April 2026 
 

An annual event conducted by RSAs all over the country, 
to raise funds from the sale of poppies. Every cent raised 
is retained in each district, to support our local vets 
and service people. You will see poppy collection boxes 
all over town in local businesses and shops - we are very 
grateful for their support of this very worthy fund-raising effort 
 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/nz-news/360958675/why-your-rsa-pop
py-might-look-different-year 
 

But wait, there’s more - another new poppy design - mail order only! 
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We need more volunteers to 
swell our ranks of street 
collectors - if you are able to 
offer even just an hour to 
help out, please contact Joy 
Fletcher as soon as you can! 
joyfletcher123@gmail.com 

 
News (4) ANZAC DAY 25 April 2026 from 6am Picton 
RSA & Club hosts Marlborough's only dawn parade and ceremony 
down High Street to the memorial arch and te pou on the foreshore, 
with a gathering afterwards at our clubroom at The Thirsty Pig, 27 High 
Street, Picton. Please join us to commemorate all those who have served, 
and who continue to serve. Lest we forget 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News (5) Picton RSA & Club 80th anniversary October 2026: 
We’ve received a few ideas on how 
to celebrate this milestone: after 
all, we’re still here, even if the 
horses have bolted and the 
building has vanished! There’s 
plenty of memorabilia, photos and, 
above all, a treasure trove of rich 
and varied memories to share! 
Below is a proposal for you all to 
consider and provide feedback! 

pictonrsa2@gmail.com​ 36 Admiralty Place, Waikawa, Picton 7220​ +64 021 137 8187 

mailto:joyfletcher123@gmail.com
mailto:pictonrsa2@gmail.com


Page 4 

How about a Picton RSA 80th 

Anniversary Military Ball? 
Summary As we approach a significant 
milestone in our history, the Picton RSA is 
exploring the opportunity to host a Military Ball 
in October 2026 to celebrate our 80th 
Anniversary. 
 

Purpose This event is intended to honour 80 years of service, 
remembrance, and community connection within the Picton RSA. It will be a 
chance for members, veterans, community and supporters to come 
together in a formal and meaningful way to reflect on our past, celebrate 
our present, and look ahead to the future. 
 

What to Expect The evening is envisioned as a formal and respectful 
celebration, including: 

​A structured programme with welcome, acknowledgements, and short 
speeches 

​Dinner and formal toasts 
​Recognition of our history and long-serving members 
​Entertainment and dancing 
​A commemorative moment to mark 80 years of the Picton RSA 
​Members will be encouraged to wear medals and formal attire. 

 

Why It Matters Reaching 80 years is a remarkable achievement. This 
event will: 

​Honour those who have served and those who have gone before us 
​Strengthen connections within our RSA and wider community 
​Provide an opportunity to celebrate who we are today 
​Reinforce the relevance and future of the Picton RSA 

 
Expressions of Interest At this stage, we are seeking expressions of 
interest from our members to help guide planning. We would like to know: 

​Would you attend this event? 
​Would you bring a guest or whānau? 
​What would make this evening meaningful for you? 
​Your feedback will help shape the scale, style, and planning of the event. 

 

Final Note This is more than just an event — it is a celebration of our 
shared history, our people, and our future. We invite you to be part of it. 

Please contact us! pictonrsa2@gmail.com 
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News (6) 
 

Clubs New Zealand 2026 National 

Cribbage Tournament 
hosted by the Porirua Club, 18 & 19 
April 2026 
Registrations are now open (can be done 
online. Contact Kate@clubsnz.com or 
call the National Office on 0800 425 827 

 
News (7) 01 - 03 May  
36th Seddon Shield 
Darts Tournament 
Brunner Workingmen’s Club 
Entry forms to swinter@xtra.co.nz 0273501475 
Deposit entry fee into account 03-0846-0651923-00 
 
News (8) Snooker  players 
 

The 2026 Clubs NZ South Island Snooker Pairs tournament 
 is to be held at Club Waimea in Richmond (Nelson) on 
06, 07 and 08 August. Whether you are a novice or an old hand, 
your entry is welcome! All entry fee money ($120 per pair) is 
returned by way of prizes; email Kate@clubsnz.com or call National 
Office on 0800 425 827 or Colin Bowden 021 055 2664 for more details 
 
News (9) Upcoming events 
 

2026 
April​ ​ 01 Apr: RNZAF Day 
​ ​ ​ 17 Apr: Poppy Day 
​ ​ ​ 25 Apr: ANZAC Day 
​ ​ ​ 25 Apr: Sinai Multinational Force & Observers (MFO 1982) 
May​​ ​ 08 May: VE Day 
August​ ​ 15 Aug: VP Day 
September​ 03 Sep: Merchant Navy Day NZ 
 

2027 
 

July​​ ​ 10-17 Jul: Invictus Games, Birmingham, UK 
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News (10) ANZAC reading 
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President’s shout-out This month I 

had the opportunity to attend the Veterans' 
Support Forum in Nelson, which was incredibly 
worthwhile. I came away with swathes of 
valuable information which I will gather 
together into a compendium - this will help us 
better showcase the support our members can 
access.  It was a pleasure to spend time with 

representatives from the RNZ Naval Association, to catch up with 
Deb from Nelson RSA, and meet and chat with Mario, serving in 
the Army and based out of Wellington. These connections remind 
me that while each RSA stands on its own, we are part of a much 
wider network of support, experience and shared purpose. 

 

In early April my husband and I will also be attending the TS 
Talisman Navy Cadets here at their presentation of the Naval 
Association Cup. 

As we move further into the coming month, we approach some of 
the most significant times in our RSA calendar: Poppy Day, the 
Empty Chair Ceremony at the Masonic Lodge and ANZAC Day.  All 
provide us with moments to pause, reflect and remember - deeply 
important occasions, not only to honour those who served and 
sacrificed, but also to remind us of the ongoing impact of conflict. 
As we watch events unfold around the world, including the now 
month-long troubles in the Middle East and beyond affecting 
people across the world, we are reminded that the cost of war is 
never confined to history. It is ongoing, it is real and it reinforces 
the importance of remembrance, understanding and, more 
critically now, support for those who serve. 

As always, please remember that if you need support - financial, 
physical, transport, emotional - we are here for you. Both our 
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Welfare Officers, and I, are available at any time. Responding to 
“reaching out” is never a burden — it is exactly what we are here 
for. 

As we move towards ANZAC day, let us stand together: united in 
remembrance, respect, and our commitment to those who have 
served and those who continue to serve. In that unity, we honour 
the past and strengthen the future of the Picton RSA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blenheim Picton 

The Veteran's Support Hub 
 

A support worker is available at 
Sowmans Funeral Lounge, 
Hutcheson & Parker Street, 

Blenheim on the 3rd Thu each 
month from 10am 

Contact Janice Marshall 
021 071 6242 

janicemarshall34@gmail.com 

We offer home & hospital visits, & 
transport around town; information & 

advice. Picton is a small town; we often 
hear things through the grapevine, but 
direct referrals are always welcome. We 
take care to preserve people’s privacy & 
confidentiality, & are always grateful to 
hear from & about people who might 

welcome contact with our welfare officers 

 
\ 
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HUGE THANKS TO OUR LOCAL & LOYAL 
RAFFLE PRIZE DONORS! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
AND REGULAR BUSINESS SUPPORTERS: PLEASE 
SUPPORT THEM LIKE THEY SUPPORT US! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Contact: Bruce Gordon 

Mobile: 027 446 0282 
Email: topofthesouth@chemwash.co.nz​  

 

  Picton Glass Supplies (2003)
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
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